By CHARLOTTE COX 


RATEPAYERS will help bail 
out the cash-strapped Wait- 
akere Playhouse Theatre 
Trust. 

The trust, which has just finished 
a $2.3 million upgrade of the Glen 
Eden Theatre, still needs up to 
$400,000 to pay its bills. 

It has asked the Waitakere City 

















Council and the Portage Licensing 


Trust for money and also wants a 
further $25,000 to employ a theatre 
manager. 

The council, which has already poured 
$860,000 into the restoration project, has 
agreed to give $225,000. 

The money will come from its Auckland 
Regional Services Trust Arts Fund, an 
account established with money distributed 
to all councils in the greater isthmus follow- 
ing the demise of the services trust in 1998. 
Councillors Judy Lawley, Denise Yates 
and Gwen Nash voted against the move. 

Ms Yates says there is only $1 million left 


in the fund and it shouldn’t be used to pay 


Drama over theatre bail-out 


off debts. But the council’s chief executive, 
Harry O’Rourke, says the arts fund is the 
only place where spare cash is available. 

“There are no funds elsewhere,” Mr 
O’Rourke says. 

The 65-year-old theatre was officially 
opened in March following 2% years of 
refurbishment. 


The building, formerly the Glen Eden 
Town Hall and once used as a movie 
theatre, now has 240 seats, a larger stage 
with modern projection equipment, an or- 
chestra pit, expansive new dressing rooms, 
a boardroom and air-conditioning. 


Its restoration was hindered by problems 
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including the collapse of two walls. 

Councillor Janet Clews says the extra 
helping hand is worth it. 

“The Playhouse is part of the city’s herit- 
age and the future as well,” Mrs Clews 
says. ce 
The council’s representative on the trust, 
Derek Battersby, agrees. 

Mr Battersby says the theatre is owned 
by ratepayers. 

“Its a Waitakere City Council facility ... 
it’s just being managed by the trust so it 
can fundraise,” he says. 

© The Portage Licensing Trust has yet to 
discuss the issue. 
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